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FILSDWITH 




IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 



MAJID ABDULLA AL JOUDI, et al. , 
Petitioners/PlaintLfife, 

V. 

GEORGE W. BUSH, et al, 
RespondeEts/Defendants. 



Civil Action No. 05-0301 (GK) 



SUPPLEMENTAL DECLARATION BY JULL^ TARVER, ESQ. 

I, Julia Tarver, declare that the following statements are true to the best of 
my knowledge, information, and belief: 

1. I am a member of the law firm of Paul, Weiss, Rifkind, Wharton & 
Gairison LLP, coimsel for Petitioners in the above-captioned action. I offer this 
Supplemental Declaration in further support of Petitioners' Motion to Compel Access to 
Counsel and information Related to Medical Treatmeait. 

2. From September 30 to October 2, 2005, my colleagues and I 
visited ten cUents at Guantfinamo on a previously-scheduled visit to the detention center. 
As soon as we arrived at the camp on Friday morning, we were informed by Lt. 
Commander De Alicante of the Staff Judge Advocate group, that, as we had feared, at 
least two of our cheats were participating in the hunger strike, and both were currently 
being involuntarily force-fed lirough tiibes inserted ftom their noses into their stomachs. 

3 . De Alicante told us that Yousef Al Shehri - oux client who was 

taken prisoner by the American mihtary while still a juvenile - was imprisoned in a 
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regular military cell, where lie was beang fed in the momiiig and in the afternoon through 
the tube in his nose. When I inquired as to why he was not hospitalized, De Alicante 
informed me that he is able to receive his daily feedings wMle he is in his cell. 

4. De Alicante told us that another client, Abdul-R ahm a n Shalabi, 
was being involuntarily fed through Ms nose, as well, but that his condition had 
deteriorated to the point that he was being held in the camp hospital. Later that day, De 
AHcante told us that he had spoken to the doctor at the camp hospital, and the doctor 
thought that by Sunday Abdul-Rahman would be able to be brought over by ambulance 
to Camp Echo, where all attorney-client visits take place. When we inquired as to 
■ whether such a transfer would be in Abdul-Rahman's best interest, and whether we could 
instead meet wilh our client in the hospital where he was being treated, De Alicante 
emphatically refused, stating that if Abdul-Rahman was not well enough to gome to 
Camp Echo, we would not be permitted to see him. 

JtiusefAlShehri 

5 . On Saturday, October 1 , we were permitted to see our young 
client, Yousef Al-Shehri, for the first time since our visit ia late July. His condition - 
physically, mentally, and emotionally - had drastically deteriorated in the interim. 

6. As indicated in my previous Declaration in support of this motiori, 
Yousef had ended his previous hunger strike in July because he was told by high-level 
miUtary officers that he would be released in no less than three weeks' time and that 
conditions in the camp would be unproved for all detainees. When these promises were 
broken, Yousef, along with many o1her prisoners, reinstituted his hunger strike in an act 
of obvious desperation. 
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7. -When we saw him on Satiffdaymorniag,yousef was emaciated 
and had lost a disturbing amount of weight (even wheal compared with oia: last visit, 
when we had seen him only the day after he had discontinued his first hunger strike). 
This twenty-one year-old client was visibly weak and frail, and was seated in a chair 
behind a walker, on which he frequently leaned for balance during the interview. He had 
difficulty speaking because of lesions in his throat that were a result of the involuntary 
force-feeding he had been receiving through his nose and throat. He held the nasal- 
gastric CNG") tube away from his mouth in order to speak, and he winced with pain on 
more than one occasion as we talked with him. His speech was slow and labored - a 
drastic difference from the young boy we first met in May of this year. 

8. . Yousef told us that the second hunger strike began on August 8, 
shortly after we had last seen him. After approximately seven days without any food or 
water, Yousef and four other prisoners were taken to a special detainee wing at 
Quanttoamo's miHtary/civUian hospital, away from the detainee camp. At the hospital, 
he and the other detainees were verbally abused and insulted and were restrained from 
head to toe. They had shackles or other restraints on their arms, legs, waist, chest, knees 
and head. With these restraints in place, they were given intravenous medication (often 
quite painfully as inexperienced medical professionals seemed incapable of locating 
appropriate veios). Then aims were swollen fixjm the multiple attempts to stick them 
with rV needles. Yousef told us that if the detainees moved, they were hit in the 
chesttearL He said that one detainee fainted after such treatment, and that the doctors 
gave him a shot and he woke up in an hour. 
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9. After some time in the hospital, a medical team fix>m the United 
States mainland arrived and informed the detainees they were going to be fed 
involuntarily. The detainees were told that the Coijrt had ordered such forced-feeding.' 

10. YoTJsef was the sec6nd detainee to have anNG tube inserted into 
Ms nose and pushed all the way down bis throat and into his stomach, a procedure which 
caused him great pain. Yousef was given no anesthesia or sedative for the procedure; 
instead, two soldier restrained him - one holding his chin while tiie other held him back 
by his hair, and a medical staff member forcefully inserted the tube in his nose and down 
hisfhroat. Much blood came out of his nose. Yousef said he could not speak for two 
days after the procedure; he said he felt like a piece of metal was inside of him. He said 
he could not sleep because of the severe pain. 

1 1 . After two or three days, Yousef was given large amounts of Ensure 
(a liquid nutrition supplement) through the tube in his nose. Youseftold the doctors that 
it was too much food, but the doctors gave it to him anyway, and it made him vomit 
repeatedly. He and other prisoners were vomiting up substantial amounts of blood. 
When they vomited up blood, the soldiers mocked and cursed at them, and taunted them 
with statements like "look what your reUgion has brought you." 



Yousef was greatly disturbed to hear from us that there was no such court order of 
which we were aware. While we explained that there may be other orders of which 
we were unaware, Yousef said that he and the others were only complying with the 
nasal tube feeding because they beHeved it had been ordered by this Court. While, 
for the reasons subsequently explained, we were not able to meet with Yousef a 
second time on our visit, we were told by the staff at Guantanamo that shortly after 
our meeting with Yousef, he removed his NG tube and encouraged fellow detamees 
to do the same because they had been lied to about the presence of an order reqmrmg 
their force-feeding. 
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12. After two wedcs of this treatmeat, -with little nutritioji and virtually 
no sleep, lie prisoners were transferred back to Camp Delta and placed in soHtary cells 
on the iHl Block. According to Yousef, they stayed there for five days without any 
food or water, iacluding without any involuntary feeding tiarough the NG tubes. During 
this time, they were subjected to various forms of psychological torture: soldiers laughed 
and made fbn of them, rattled the metal bars on their cells at all times of the day and 
night, intemjpted their prayers, and refused to allow the lU detainees sleep, all in an effort 

to get thena to stop the hunger strike. 

13. Fiually, after five days, the detainees were transferred to a location 
they described as being for the mentally disturbed. In iiis area, the walls were made of 
foam, and there were strange Hghts and a hole in the floor in which to urinate. It was in 
this location that the guards first began to insert larger, thicker tubes into the detainees- 
noses. 

14. These large tubes - the thickness of a finger, he estimated - were 

viewed by liie detainees as objects of torture. They were forcibly shoved up the 
detainees' noses and down into their stomachs. Again, no anesthesia or sedative was 
provided to alleviate the obvious trauma of the procedure. Yousef said that he could not 
breathe with this thick tube inserted into Hs nose (which, when inserted, was so large it 
caused his nostril to distend). When the tube was removed, it was even more painfiil, and 
blood came gushing out of him. He fainted, and several of the other detainees also lost 
consciousness. The detainees were told by the guards: «we did this on purpose to malce 
you stop the hunger strike." They were told that this tube would be inserted and removed 
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twice a day every day until the hvmger strike ended. Yousef described tiie pain as 

"uiibearable." 

15. Yousef explained that doctors were present as the riot guards at 
Guantanamo (called the Initial Reaction Force ("KF')) forcibly removed these NG tubes 
by placing a foot on one end of liie tube and yanking Uie detainee's head back by his hair, 
causing the tube to be painfully ejected from the detainee's nose. When the detainees 
saw this happening, they begged to have the tubes remain, but the guards refused aad 
continued to forcibly remove the tubes. 

16. Then, in front of the Goantdnamo physicians - including the head 
of the detamee hospital - the guards took NG tubes from one detainee, and with no 
sanitization -whatsoever, re-inserted it into the nose of a different detainee. When these 
tubes were re-inserted, the detainees could see the blood and stomach bile from other 
detainees remaining on the tubes. A person the detainees only know as "Dr.0'^ stood by 
and watched fiiese procedures, doing nothing to intervene. 

17. Yousef s psychological and mental condition is cormnensurate 
with his rapidly failing health He has an absolute detennination to die, and feels greatly 
betrayed by the false promises given to him by the American government, acting through 
the mihtary. Yousef explained: "after the first strike, they gave us promises. They said 
we wiU respect you and your religion and we wHl give you your lights. They promised 
me I would be freed. They promised many detainees they would be released. We 



^ Yousef described "DrK' as the "head of the torture team^' He estimated that Dr. # 1 

was approximatelya&iP — *taU,with C ih^- g^ ^^^^"/PPf'^^tJ 
tobeS^hisiBBi».andworsea|^Ma|anda«i[**fc Yousefbeheved , 

he was a member' of theM. with aH^PT onhis uniform. A smular 

description of Dr J||was provided by another cUent. 
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waited, but they did not deliver. Instead, they disrespected us and our religion, they 
threw the Koran on the floor and stripped us naked." Young Yousef asked us more than 
once to try to e^qjlain to him why America would do this to him. '"What did I do wrong 
to America?" he cried.^ 

18. Yousef can no longer walk. He has lost some of his vision, and he 
is vomiting every day, including the day we visited him. He has severe headaches, and 
great pain in his ear. He is only able to urinate once every few days (raising serious 
questions about his level of hydration). He is being held in a regular camp cell block, 
with no medical supervision, except for the brief period(s) during the day when a medic 
comes by and hooks his NG tube up to a feeding bag for a short time. He has given us 
his last will and testament, as he fuUy anticipates that he is going to die. 

19. On October 1, the day that we saw Yousef, he had been on the 
hunger strike for a staggering 55 days. As of October 14, his hunger strike wiU likely 
have reached 68 days. Yousef told us that he knew of at least 21 individuals who were 
bemg fed through their noses by the U.S. mihtacy. He stated that "another 15 were on the 

way," 

20. When we left Yousef on Saturday, we were supposed to see him 
again the foUowiag day, on Sunday, October 2, in part so that we could aUow him to 
listen to an audio DVD of a message from his mother encouraging him to work with us 
on his legal case and not to lose hope. However, on Sunday morning, we were told that. 



^ Yousef also told us that just five days before our visit - at the same time he Was 
receiving supposedly life-saving forced feeding through his nose - he was subjected 
to an Administrative Review Board proceeding, designed to deteimine what, if any, 
level of threat he posed to the United States! ' We were not provided any notice of 
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despite the exigeat circnmstaixces, we would not be able to play this message for Yousef 
because while the GovemmeEt had no problem with the accuracy of the transcription we 
provided, they were concemed that there mi^t be hidden messages or other material 
embedded in this tape from Yousef s mother (much of which consists merely of the 

sound of a weeping mother's voice). 

21. In addition, once we arrived at the Echo camp on Sunday, the 

miHtary officials told us that Yousef had "refused our visit." We asked permission to see 
Yousef to undMstand why he was re&sing our visit, given that he had always met with us 
before and we had left tte previous day with iiie understanding we would see him again 
on Sunday. Permission was denied. We were simply told that we would not be able to 

see him again. 

22. This denial is especially troubling in light of a fact that we leamed 
on this same visit from another cHent, Majid Al Joudi, who told us that when we visited 
m July, lie was on a hunger strike and was never even notified that we had come to see 
him, as we had promised. He said that, contrary to what we had been told by the Staff 
Judge Advocate's ofBce when we were at Guantmamo in July, he had never refused our 
visits or refiised our mail. We also leamed from numerous cUents that ttie detainees are 
often not even told why they are bemg moved when they are brought to Camp Echo for 
an attorney-client visit, and the military confirmed tiiat no Arabic interpreters are present 
when the guards remove the prisoners and bring them to Echo. In Hght of all of this, we 
are deeply troubled that we ware denied a second opportmnty to meet with Yousef as 



such a proceeding, and certainly object to its being conducted at a lime when our 
client is clearly in poor mental and physical condition. 
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requested. 
MaHdAlJoudi 

23. On September 30, 2005, we met with PetitioiLer Majid Al Joudi. 
He had previously participated in the hunger strike in My to the point where he was fed 
intravenously and was, at the time we saw him in September, just beginning to participate 
in the second hunger strike. He said he had taken a pledge to die, and that many others 
were joining him in the strike. He, too, gave us his last will aad testament. 
Abdul-Rahman Shalabi 

24. On October 2, 2005, we met with another Paul, Weiss client, 
Abdul-Rahman Shalabi, whose habeas case is currently before Judge Urbina of this 
Court. Like Youse^ Abdul-Rahman appeared gaunt and emaciated. He had an NG tube 
inserted in his nose and was seated in a wheelchair when we arrived, Abdul-Rahman is 
5' 8" taU, and prior to his participation in the hunger strike, he weighed approximately 
143 pounds. He told us that two weeks ;?nor to our meeting, his weight had akeady 
dropped to 11 1 pounds. 

25. Abdul-Rahman was brought over to Camp Echo for our meeting in 
an ambulance, where he was carried across the gravel camp on a stretcher, and then 
brought inside the cell and transferred to a wheelchair (with handcuffe). There was a 
puiplish/reddish hue to his forehead and he appeared incredibly weak. His speech was 

also slow and labored. 

26 . Virtually everything Yousef described to us about his treatment 
was independently confirmed by Abdul-Rahman's description of his own treatment by 
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the miKtary. Eacli described the use of medical interventioii as a form of torture, 
perpetrated by medical and other personnel at GuantSnamo. 

27. Abdul-Rahmaji, too, told us of tubes bigger than his finger being 
forced into his nose, so that he could not breathe and ultimately passed out. He, too, told 
us of wounds in his throat and nose from the repeated forcible insertion and removal of 
these tubes by, among others, riot team guards. He told us of begging for anesthesia or 
sedatives liiat were denied. He told us the guards would deUberately stick the tubes in the 
wrong way in order to torment the detamees and hopefully persuade them to discontinue 
their hunger strike. He described excessive bleeding from his nose and mouth. He, too, 
described Dr. ^ and told us of Dr.||'s participation in, and supexvision of, these 

practices. 

28 . In addition, Abdul-Rahman told us that one Navy doctor came and 
put tbe tube in his nose and dowxi his throat and then just kept moving tihe tube up and 
down, until finaUy Abdul-Rahman starting violently throwing up blood. Abdul-Rahman 
tried to resist the 'torture" from this physician, but he could not breathe. He was 
suffocating, and when the tube tbat had been jabbing him intemaUy was finally removed, 
it was fiiU of blood. The guards told Abdul-Rahman to rest for two minutes, and then a 
female nurse was brought in to re-insert the tube. The next day, the guards brought tubes 
Itat clearly had been used, and were filled with blood and bile. According to Abdul- 
Rahman, the guards laughed at their horror and said simply "it's your stomach." 

29. Abdul-Rahman indicated that some of the detainees being force- 
fed were on the verge of death, weighing only eighty to eighty-five pounds and stm 
losing weight, even with medical intervention. He said he believed approximately 25 



10 
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individuals were cuirently being force-fed by the nuHtary and that they all would die in 
time becaxise the NG tubes the military is using are inadequate to sustain life. 

3 0. Abdul-Ralman also told us of the psychological torment that is 
taking place at Guant&iamo. He told us of his determination to die and said that "now, 
after four years in captivity, life and death are the same." 

3 1 . Abdul-Rahman - who, at age 3 1 is older than most of our clients - 
described his perspective on what has caused the despondency at Guantanamo to peak to 
such a level that detainees are willing to die: "These [detainees] are young. They are 
innocent. The United States thought they had information. These people don't have 
information. Now, the situation is more severe. It has been four years now. People on 
this island have lost trust in any human being. In the beginning the interrogators used to 
say'trustus'. Delegations from other coimtries said 'trust us'. All the promises we've 
been given are Hes. We lost trust." He echoed Ihe sentiment we heard from all of our 
desperate and despondent clients: "there is no law hwre, only injustice." 

32. I declare, under penalty of perjury under the laws of the United 
States that the foregoing is true and correct. 



Executed this 13th day of October 2005 
New York, New York 



/s/ 



Julia Taxver 
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